Mikotaj Kopernik




On the front cover a part of Jan Matejko painting entitled "Copernicus" from the end of 19th century.
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The Copernicus Tower in Frombork.

Wieza Kopernika we Fromborku.

ulture 2000 is a name of a European
Union program supporting a variety of
art and culture sectors. In January of 2001,

the program was opened to all cultural
institutions of the applicant countries.

The Nicolas Copernicus Museum in Frombork
as a first culture institution received a financial
grant from the European Union as part of the
CULTURE 2000 program. This program supports
all culture sectors. On January 25 2001, it was
opened to all applicant countries, in that Poland.
In accordance to this program, the European
Commission granted a three-year financial
support to museums from Sweden, Italy, Great
Britain, the Czech Republic, and Poland, which
are in a partnership relations with each other.
The above museums main emphasis is on the
heritage left behind by five of the world’s
renowned scientists: Nicolas Copernicus, Tycho
Brahe, John Kepler, Galileo, and Isaac Newton.

These scientists undermined the
fundamentals of the visions and views of the
world in their time. Up to the XVII century, the
view of the world’s structure was based on the
ideas of the ancient philosophers, mainly
Aristotle. The general belief was that the Earth is
the center of the Universe while the Sun and the
planets revolve around it, while the sphere
spreading above them is created from the stars.
Copernicus, by formulating his heliocentric
theory, undermined the common views and
beliefs and forced other scientists to respond to
his theory one way or another. Tycho Brahe
observed a supernova in 1573 and stated that
what was considered until now a stable star
sphere was undergoing changes as well. Kepler
formulated three planetary movement theories
basing them among others on Brahe’s
observations. Galileo was the first to observe the
moons of Jupiter and spots on the Sun. Finally,
Newton discovered the laws of gravity, which
explained many of the phenomena-taking place
on Earth and in the Universe. The above-

ultura 2000 to nazwa programu Unii Eu-
Kropejskiej wspierajacego dziatalnos¢ kul-

turalna. W styczniu 2001 r. zostat on
otwarty dla instytucji z pafstw kandydujacych
do Unii.

Muzeum Mikolaja Kopernika we Fromborku
jako pierwsza instytucja kulturalna w Polsce
uzyskato srodki finansowe z Unii Europejskiej
w ramach programu KULTURA 2000. Jest to pro-
gram wspierajacy dzialalno$c¢ kulturalng. 25
stycznia 2001 zostal on otwarty dla krajéw sto-
warzyszonych — w tym dla Polski. Zgodnie
z nim Komisja Europejska przyznata trzyletnie
dofinansowanie wspétpracujacym ze sobg insty-
tucjom muzealnym ze Szwecji, Wtoch, Wielkiej
Brytanii, Czech i Polski. Muzea te zajmuja sie
dziedzictwem pozostawionym przez pieciu
uczonych: Mikotaja Kopernika, Tycho de Brahe,
Jana Keplera, Galileusza i Izaaka Newtona.

Uczeni ci polozyli podwaliny pod wspétcze-
sny obraz §wiata. Do XVII w. poglad na budowe
Swiata oparty byt na ideach starozytnych filozo-
féw, przede wszystkim Arystotelesa. Panowato
przekonanie, Ze Ziemia jest centrum Wszech-
$wiata, a Stonice i planety kraza wokot niej,
gwiazdy za$ stanowia rozciagajaca sie nad pla-
netami sfere staty. Kopernik formutujac teorie
heliocentryczna, burzyt panujace poglady i spo-
wodowal, ze kazdy uczony musiat si¢ o niej wy-
powiedzie¢. Tycho de Brahe obserwowat w 1572
roku gwiazde supernowa i stwierdzit, ze uwaza-
na za stalq strefa gwiazd réwniez podlega zmia-
nom. Kepler sformutowat trzy prawa dotyczace
ruchu planet, opierajac sie miedzy innymi na ob-
serwacjach Brahe'go. Galileusz jako pierwszy za-
obserwowat ksiezyce Jowisza i plamy na Stoncu.
W koncu Newton odkryt prawo grawitacji, wy-
jasniajace wiele zjawisk zachodzacych na Ziemi
i we Wszechswiecie. Opisani uczeni studiowali
na réznych uniwersytetach, pracowali w réz-
nych krajach.

Miejsca, gdzie znajduja sie pamiatki po nich za-
licza sie do interesujacych atrakji turystycznych.
Instytucje, ktére zajmuja sie pielegnowaniem



mentioned scientists studied at different
universities and worked in different countries.

Places collecting and maintaining all aspects of
these great men’s legacy are tourists” attractions.
The institutions responsible for caring and
collecting these legacies formed a cooperative
partnership called the WORLD VIEW
NETWORK. They comprise of the following:

The Nicolas Copernicus Museum in Frombork
http://www.frombork.art.pl

The Department of Arts and Culture in
Landskrona and the Tycho Brahe Museum on
the island of Hven http://www.tychobrahe.com/

The Technology Museum of Prague
http:/www.ntm.cz/auvod.htm

The Museum of the History of Science
http://www.galileo.imss.firenze.it/index.thml

National Trust and Woolsthorpe Manor
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main

The cooperative partnership mentioned will
encompass a period of three years. The actual
effects of their labors will be seen in the year
2004. The financial grants expand greatly the
development possibilities of the Nicolas
Copernicus Museum in Frombork. It was thanks
to this grant that the following information
pamphlet about Nicolas Copernicus was
published.

The world known in the middle ages.

Sredniowieczny obraz Swiata.

tych pamiatek, zawarly miedzy soba porozumie-
nie o wspétpracy o nazwie WORLD VIEW
NETWORK. Sg to:

Muzeum Mikotaja Kopernika we Fromborku
http: //www. frombork. art. pl

Departament Kultury miasta Landskrona
i Muzeum Tychona de Brahe na wyspie Hven
http://www.tychobrahe.com/

Muzeum Techniki w Pradze
http: /www. ntm. cz/auvod. htm

Muzeum Historii Nauki we Florencji

http: //www. galileo. imss. firenze. it/index. thml
National Trust i Woolsthorpe Manor

http: //www. nationaltrust. org. uk/main

Porozumienie o wspdtpracy obejmuje okres
trzech lat. Konkretne efekty pracy beda widocz-
ne w roku 2004. Uzyskane $rodki finansowe po-
szerzaja mozliwosci rozwoju Muzeum Mikolaja
Kopernika we Fromborku. ?

The scholar's study in the Copernicus Tower in Frombork.

Gabinet uczonego w Wiezy Kopernika we Fromborku.
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16th century woodcuts: the four elements and the scheme of the
Moon's eclipse.

XVI-wieczne drzeworyty: cztery zywioly i schemat zacmien
Ksiezyca.

Nicholas Copernicus

Nicolas Copernicus is one of the most fascinating
personages of the Renaissance. He was
principally known for his heliocentric theory,
which gave the modern views of the structure
of the Universe their start. Today, Copernicus’
theory that Earth is not the center of the
Universe but along with all the other planets
circles around the Sun is considered to be quite
obvious. However, at the time the theory was
voiced, it was a revolutionary view and greatly
influenced all natural and philosophical sciences.

The followers of Copernicus

Tycho Brahe, Galileo, John Kepler, Isaac Newton
(who had the newest and the most accurate sky
observation instruments) provided new proof

of the accuracy of the heliocentric theory’s
principles. The final verification and formulation
of Copernicus’s theory took place upon Kepler’s
introduction of the planet’s elliptical orbits and
Newton’s formulation of the basic laws

of mechanics and gravity.

Family home

Nicolas Copernicus was born in (Thorn) now
Toruf, Poland on February 19, 1473. He was
the youngest of the four children of Nicolas
Copernicus, a Toruh merchant, and his wife
Barbara nee. Wezendrode. Copernicus was 10
years old when his father died. Their maternal
uncle - Lukasz (Lucas) Watzenrod - the future
Bishop of Warmia (Ermland) - took the
orphaned family under his care.

Education

Thanks to his uncle’s care Nicolas received

a solid education at the best universities. After
completing his studies at St. John’s Church in
Torun parochial school, he began his university
education at the Krakéw Academy — The
Jagiellonian University. The time of his higher
education coincided with the expansion and
emphasis on the astronomy studies at the

Mikotaj Kopernik

Mikotaj Kopernik to jedna z najbardziej
fascynujacych postaci okresu renesansu. Znany
gléwnie jako tworca teorii heliocentrycznej,
ktéra data poczatek wspétczesnym pogladom na
budowe $wiata. Twierdzenie Kopernika, ze to
nie Ziemia stanowi centrum Wszech$wiata, ale
razem z innymi planetami krazy dokota Stonca,
wydaje sie dzisiaj oczywiste. W momencie
ogloszenia byl to poglad bardzo rewolucyjny

i wywart gteboki wplyw na nauki przyrodnicze
i filozofie.

Nastepcy Kopernika

Tycho de Brahe, Galileusz, Jan Kepler i Izaak
Newton (dysponujacy coraz doskonalszymi
instrumentami do obserwacji nieba) dostarczali
nowych dowodéw stusznosci teorii
heliocentrycznej. Ostateczne sformulowanie i
potwierdzenie teorii Kopernika nastapito
wéwezas, gdy Kepler wprowadzit eliptyczne
orbity planet, a Newton sformutowat
podstawowe prawa mechaniki i grawitacji.

Dom rodzinny

Mikotaj Kopernik urodzit si¢ w Toruniu

19 lutego 1473 r. Byl najmtodszym z czworga
dzieci torunskiego kupca Mikotaja Kopernika

i Barbary z domu Watzenrode. Miat 10 lat, gdy
zmart jego ojciec. Osierocong rodzina
zaopiekowat sie brat matki - Eukasz Watzenrode
- przyszly biskup warminski.

Wyksztatcenie

Dzieki opiece wuja Mikolaj otrzymat gruntowne
wyksztatcenie. Po ukonczeniu nauki w szkole
przy koéciele Sw. Janéw w Toruniu rozpoczat
studia na Akademii Krakowskiej. Jego nauka

w Krakowie przypadta na czas, gdy na uczelni
najwiekszy rozkwit przezywata astronomia.
Nauczycielem Kopernika byt Wojciech z Bru-
dzewa, ktérego wykltadéw przyjezdzata stuchac
mlodziez z Niemiec, Wegier i Szwecji.

Z Akademii Krakowskiej wynidst Kopernik



Academy. Copernicus’s teacher was Wojciech
from Brudzew, whose lectures were attended by
students coming from Germany, Hungary, and
Sweden. Copernicus left the Krakéw Academy
with a general education of liberal arts and

a love of astronomy.

Later, he studied law and medicine in Italy
and additionally studied mathematics and
astronomy. In 1496, he began to study law in
Bologne. In 1500, he underwent his legal
practice at the papal law offices in Rome. It was
here; in the Eternal City, that he publicly
conducted a lecture on mathematics. In 1501,
Copernicus gained permission to study
medicine in Padua. He received his doctorate in
canonical law from the Ferrara University and
at the same time received his license to practice
medicine. At this time, he left Italy and came to
Warmia (Ermland), where his uncle Lukasz
Watzenrode was the Bishop since 1485.

Warmia (Ermland)

Warmia is a historically rich area of Poland.
Until 1466, it was a part of the Teutonic Knights
Order territory. In 1243, four episcopates were
appropriated in Prussia, among the Warmia
(Ermland) episcopate. In the process of the
diocese allotment, the Bishop of Warmia
received one third of its territory as his wages.
The Bishop shared a part of the received
dioceses with the canonic chapter. Between the
years of 1466 and 1772, Warmia was

incorporated into in the Polish Crown territories.

A sojourn in Lidzbark Warmiiiski (Ermland
Lidzbark)

On behalf of the Bishop’s of Warmia,
Copernicus’ uncle’s, Lukasz Watzenrode's,
intercessions, in 1497 Copernicus was admitted
to the canonic Warmia Chapter. During the first
years he lived in the Bishop’s palace in Lidzbark
Waminski (Ermland Lidzbark) as a personal
secretary and doctor to the Bishop. He
participated in the political life at his uncle’s

ogodlna wiedze humanistyczna i zamitowanie do
astronomii

Nastepnie studiowat we Wloszech prawo
i medycyne, a dodatkowo zajmowat sie
matematyka i astronomia. Studia prawnicze
rozpoczat w 1496 1. w Bolonii. W 1500 r. odbyt
praktyke prawnicza w kancelarii papieskiej
w Rzymie. W Wiecznym Miescie wygtosit
publiczny wyklad z zakresu matematyki.
W 1501 r. podjat w Padwie studia medyczne.
W 1503 r. uzyskat w Ferrarze dyplom doktora
prawa kanonicznego. Jednocze$nie ukonczyt
studia medyczne w Padwie, uzyskujac prawo
wykonywania praktyk lekarskich. W tymze roku
Mikotaj Kopernik opuécit Italie i przybyl na
Warmie, gdzie od 1485 r. biskupem byl Lukasz
Watzenrode.

Warmia

Warmia to region Polski o bogatej historii. Do
1466 1. stanowita cze$¢ panstwa krzyzackiego.
W 1243 r. na terenie Prus zostaly utworzone
(erygowane) cztery biskupstwa, miedzy innymi
warmifiskie. W akcie powotujacym diecezje
biskup warminski otrzymat jedna trzecia jej
terytorium jako swoje uposazenie. Ziemia
nadana biskupowi na wlasnos¢ to historyczna
Warmia. Otrzymana na wiasnosc czescig diecezji
biskup podzielit sie z kapituta.

W latach 1466 - 1772 Warmia wchodzila
w sktad Korony Polskiej.

Pobyt w Lidzbarku Warmitiskim

Dzieki zabiegom Lukasza Watzenrode juz

w 1497 1. Kopernik zostat przyjety do kapituty
warminskiej. Pierwsze lata pobytu na Warmii
spedzit jednak na dworze biskupim w Lidzbarku
Warminskim jako osobisty sekretarz i lekarz
Watzenrodego. U boku wuja uczestniczyt

w zyciu politycznym, jezdzac na zjazdy stanéw
Prus Krélewskich w Malborku, Elblagu

i Toruniu.

Atypical map of Warmia form the 18th century.
Nietypowa mapa Warmii z XVIIIw.

Lidzbark Warmiriski end of 17th century.

Lidzbark Warmiriski, druga potowa XVII w.






View of Frombork according to Ferdinand Quast from 1852.
Widok Fromborka z 1852 r. wg. Ferdinanda Quasta.




Frombork end of 17th century.
Frombork, druga potowa XVII w.

Gravestone epitaph of Bartholomew Boareszow ca. 1426 from the

Frombork cathedral.

Epitafium Bartlomieja Boreszowa, ok. 1426 r., z katedry
fromborskiej.

side, attending the congresses of the Royal
Prussia’s States: Malbork, Elblag and Torun.

He dedicated his free time to putting on paper
his views and theories. In Lidzbark he wrote
»An essay on the movement of heavenly bodies”
— the first outline of his theory. He also
translated into Latin - ,the Moral, idyllic and
love letters” by a Greek poet and moralizer
Theophylactus Simocattes. They were published
in 1509 in Krakow with a dedication to his uncle,
Bishop Lukasz (Lukas). By doing this, he
showed his appreciation to his protector. Soon
after, he left the court in Lidzbark and went to
Frombork.

Frombork

A small town over the Vistula Bay became the
seat of the Ermland Canonic Chapter in 1278.

A cathedral was raised in the XV century on a
natural defensive hillside surrounded by high
walls. On the neighboring hillside, two of the
canon houses — canonries were built. Copernicus
moved into one of them. In doing so he began a
life, which was ruled by the Chapter’s statutes.

Life in the Canon Chapter

A Cathedral Chapter is a college of clergy
prelates and canons established to perfect the
cult of God in the cathedral life. The Cathedral
Chapter of Warmia in the XVI century had
extensive authorative rights. It had the right to
elect a bishop and served to help in the
administration of the diocese. It constituted its
own legal body had its own residence, belfry,
treasury, archive collections, colors and uniform,
a crested shield and its own seal. The third part
of Warmia comprised of the goods from which it
had a continuous profit flow.

The canonry ensured a considerable wealth
but it also involved a wide spectrum of
responsibilities. The most important of these
pertained to the service to God, choir prayer and
liturgical service. As during these times canons
quite often did not have priestly vows, the sacral

W chwilach wolnych od obowiazkow
przenosit na papier swoje poglady. W Lidzbarku
napisal ,Komentarzyk o hipotezach ruchéw ciat
niebieskich” - pierwszy zarys swojej teorii.
Przettumaczyt tez - na acine - ,Listy
obyczajowe, sielskie i mitosne” greckiego
moralizatora Teofilakta Symokatty. Zostaty one
wydane w 1509 . w Krakowie i dedykowane
przez Mikotaja wujowi - biskupowi Lukaszowi.
W ten sposéb okazat wdziecznosé swojemu
protektorowi. Wkrétce po tym opuscit dwor
w Lidzbarku i udat sie do Fromborka.

Frombork

Niewielkie miasto nad Zalewem Wislanym stato
sie siedziba kapituly w 1278 r. Na naturalnie
obronnym wzgérzu wznosita si¢ katedra, ktéra
w XV w. otoczono wysokimi murami. Na
sasiednich wzgorzach stanety domy kanonikow
— kanonie. W jednym z nich zamieszkat
Kopernik. Rozpoczat w ten sposéb zycie, ktére
bylo regulowane przez statuty kapituly.

Zycie w kapitule

Kapituta to kolegium duchownych pratatow

i kanonikéw ustanowione w celu sprawowania
i uswietniania kultu Bozego w kosciele
katedralnym. Warminiska kapitula katedralna
wyposazona byta w XVIw. w szerokie
uprawnienia. Miata prawo wyboru biskupa
istuzyta pomoca w zarzadzaniu diecezja.
Posiadata osobowos¢ prawna, wiasna
rezydencje, dzwonnice, skarbiec, archiwum,
barwy i strdj, tarcze z herbem i pieczec. Trzecia
cze$¢ Warmii stanowily dobra, z kt6rych
czerpata dochody.

Kanonikat zapewniat dostatni byt, ale wigzat
sie z szeregiem obowiazkéw. Najwazniejsze
z nich dotyczyly stuzby bozej, obejmowaty
modlitwy chérowe i stuzbe liturgiczna.
Poniewaz w tym czasie kanonicy czesto nie mieli
Swiecen kaptanskich obowiazki stuzby bozej
wypetniali za nich wikariusze. Inne byly
powinnoéci kanonikéw, ktére wiazaty sie



services were fulfilled in their name by the
vicars. The canons had other duties deriving
from their real estate, cathedral care, and
maintenance of its surrounding fortification. The
canons often rotated among several offices.
Copernicus was granted leave of fulfilling these
duties for only three years. During his life in
Warmia (Ermland), lasting over thirty years, he
had many functions: a chancellor, a controller,
the supervisor of the provisions accounts, the
Chapter’s goods administrator, the Chapter’s
envoy, the Chapter’s table caretaker, the building
cash distribution overseer, a clerk responsible for
the armament of Frombork’s (Frauenburg's)
fortress and a clerk in charge of overseeing the
processing of wills. Fulfilling these duties,
sometimes two simultaneously, Nicolas often
had to leave his home in Frombork
(Frauenburg).

The Administrator’s Offices of the Chapter’s
Estate were located in Olsztyn (Allenstein). In
fulfilling, the duties of his appointed position
Copernicus made approximately 60 location
trips to villages of the area between the years of
1516 to 1519, populating the empty Chapter
lands with settlers. In 1520, as an Administrator,
he organized the defense of Olsztyn against the
invasion of the Teutonic Knights Order. He
knew Warmia (Ermland) well and actively
participated in the political and economic life of
Royal Prussia. Between the years of 1510 and
1512, he prepared a map of Warmia (Ermland),
the western borders of Royal Prussia, designed
especially for the royal council congress in
Poznan. At the Diet of Graudenz (the Royal
Prussia’s States congress in Grudziac in 1522 he
presented a ,Coin Treatise”, a reform of currency
program. Copernicus also, along with Bernard
Wapowski drafted a map of the Kingdom of
Poland and Lithuania. During this entire time,
he also served as a doctor to the bishop and all
the canons.

z posiadaniem przez kapitute sporych débr
ziemskich, opieka nad katedra i otaczajacymi ja
murami. Istnial szereg urzedéw, na ktérych
kanonicy czesto sie zmieniali. Kopernik uzyskat
zwolnienie z ich petnienia jedynie na 3 lata.

W ciagu swojego ponad trzydziestoletniego
pobytu na Warmii petnit rézne funkcje: byt
kanclerzem, wizytatorem, przetozonym kasy
aprowizacyjnej, administratorem débr kapituty,
postem, opiekunem stotu kapituly, przelozonym
kasy budowlanej, urzednikiem do spraw
nadzoru nad uzbrojeniem warowni from-
borskiej, urzednikiem odpowiedzialnym za
nadzér nad wykonywaniem testamentéw.
Pelniac te funkgcje, (czasami dwie jednoczeénie)
Mikotaj czesto opuszczat swéj dom

we Fromborku.

Urzad administratora débr kapituly miat
swoja siedzibe w Olsztynie. Kopernik sprawujac
ten urzad w latach 1516 - 1519, dokonat okoto 60
wyjazdéw lokacyjnych na wies, zasiedlajac
osadnikami puste ziemie kapituly. W 1520 r.,
réwniez jako administrator, organizowat obrone
Olsztyna przed wojskami krzyzackimi. Dobrze
znal Warmie i angazowal sie w zycie
gospodarcze i polityczne Prus Krélewskich.
Sporzadzit w latach 1510- 1512 mape Warmii
i zachodnich granic Prus Krélewskich
przeznaczona na zjazd rady krolewskiej
w Poznaniu. Na zjezdzie stanow Prus
Krolewskich w Grudziadzu w 1522 . wyglosit
,Traktat o monecie” zawierajacy projekt reformy
systemu monetarnego w Prusach.
Wspétpracowat z Bernardem Wapowskim przy
sporzadzaniu mapy Krélestwa Polskiego i Litwy.
Przez caly czas stuzyl kanonikom i biskupowi
jako lekarz.

Obserwacje astronomiczne.

Mimo tak licznych zaje¢ znajdowat czas na
obserwacje nieba, obliczenia i pisanie dziela,
ktore zawieralo nowe spojrzenie na budowe
Swiata i zapewnilo swojemu autorowi wazne
miejsce w historii nauki. Prowadzit badania,

Madonna of Frombork, around 1504.

Madonna fromborska, ok. 1504 r.m z katedry fromborskiej.



Astrolabium, a reconstruction of the Copernicus' instrument.

Astrolabium, rekonstrukcja instrumentu Kopernika.

Astronomy observations

Despite his many duties, he always found the
time to observe the heavens, to calculate and
write down his scientific masterpiece, which
described a new view of the world's structure
and ensured its author an important place in
science. He conducted research whenever he
could find the time and when the weather,
which tends to be fickle in Frombork
(Frauenburg), permitted. The instruments,
which he used for his research, he made himself
out fir tree wood, based on an antique
instrument design. The simplest instrument was
the quadrant, used to measure the angle height
of the Sun and the Moon above the horizon. For
the more exact measurements of height and
distance, Copernicus used an instrument called
the astrolabe (armillary sphere). He placed all of
the instruments on an even and especially
leveled tile called the pavimentum in the
gardens next to the canonry.

Copernicus’s Masterpiece

The astronomer presented an outline of his
theory about the world’s structure in a little
hand written book called the ,Little
Commentary” which circled among his friends
and other scientists. He finished his main
masterpiece ,De revolutionibus” (,About
Revolution”) in 1530 but for a long time he could
not decide on having it published. A theory,
which claimed that the Earth was just one of the
planets circling about the sun, placed
Copernicus in the opposition of other
astronomers who shared traditional views of
Ptolemy and against the Church itself. Nicolas
was well aware of this. Finally, a newly arrived
in Frombork (Frauenburg) young professor of
mathematics and astronomy, Georg Joachim von
Lauchen, called Rheticus, convinced Copernicus
to have his work first published. First, in 1540 in
Gdansk Rheticus published ,Narratio Prima”
(,The First Report”), which propagated the
heliocentric theory. A year later when leaving

kiedy tylko miat czas i gdy pozwalala na to aura,
ktora we Fromborku bywa i dzi§ bardzo
zmienna. Instrumenty, ktérymi sie postugiwat,
wykonat z drewna jodlowego, wzorujac sie na
instrumentarium antycznym. Najprostszym
przyrzadem byt kwadrant, ktérym mierzyt
katowa wysokosc¢ Stofica i Ksiezyca nad
horyzontem. Do dokfadniejszych pomiaréw
wysokosci Kopernik uzywat przyrzadu zwanego
triquetrum, czyli tréjkata paralaktycznego, za$
do obserwacji gwiazd najbardziej
skomplikowanego instrumentu - astrolabium
(sfery armilarnej). Przyrzady te ustawial w
przylegajacym do jego kanonii ogrodzie, na
dobrze wypoziomowanej ptycie - pavimentum.

Dzieto Kopernika

Zarys swojej teorii budowy $wiata zawart
astronom w napisanym w 1510 r.
,Komentarzyku”. Pismo to krazylo w odpisach
wsrdd przyjaciot Mikotaja i uczonych. Swoje
gléwne dzieto ,De revolutionibus” (,O obrotach”)
ukonczyt w 1530 1., ale dtugo nie mogt sie
zdecydowac na jego wydrukowanie. Teoria
mowiaca, ze Ziemia jest jedna z krazacych wokot
Stofica planet, stawiata Kopernika w opozycji
wobec astronoméw gloszacych tradycyjne
poglady ptolemeuszowskie i wobec Kosciota.
Mikotaj doskonale zdawat sobie z tego sprawe.
Dopiero przybyly do Fromborka w 1539 r. Jerzy
Joachim von Lauchen, zwany Retykiem,
namowit Kopernika do wydania dzieta drukiem.
Najpierw Retyk wydat w 1540 r. w Gdanisku
»Narratio prima” (,Opowiadanie pierwsze”),
ktore propagowato teorie heliocentryczna. Rok
p6zniej opuszczal Prusy, zabierajac ze soba
gotowy rekopis ,De revolutionibus”. Zanim
ukazala sie caloé¢, w polowie 1542 . w oficynie
Jana Luffta w Wittenberdze, wyszla rozprawka
pod tytutem , O bokach i katach tréjkatéw”,
zawierajaca trzy koncowe rozdziaty ksiegi
pierwszej , O obrotach”. W catosci ,De
revolutionibus” ukazato sie drukiem w 1543 1.

w Norymberdze. W tym samym roku Kopernik



Prussia he had with him the complete
manuscript of ,De revolutionibus.” Before the
entire work was published in 1542 (in the a little
backroom of John Luffta in Wittenberg) a small
essay entitled ,About the sides and angles of
Triangles” containing the last three chapters of
the first book ,About Revolutions” was
published. ,De revolutionibus” was published in
its entirety, in 1543 in Nuremberg. Copernicus
died that same year in Frombork. After his
death, his masterpiece was published two more
times, once in Basel in1566 and in Amsterdam in
1616. For the next twelve years, the book was
banned and placed on a forbidden reading
material black list. The book would not be
published again until the XIX century. The first
Polish translation of ,De revolutionibus”
(including Rheticus’s ,The First Report”) was
published in 1854.

The meaning of ,De revolutionibus”

The first edition of ,De revolutionibus” included
a foreword from the publisher, stating that the
results of the studies and contents of the book
did not necessarily contain truthful hypothesis.
Since then, however, no scientist could remain
neutral about the heliocentric theory and had to
speak for or against it. It would be two hundred
years before Copernicus’s theory was perfected
by his followers and no longer evokes any
doubts or questions of any kind. Today’s view of
the universe’s structure has its source in the
masterpiece and work of a canon from Frombork
(Frauenberg).

Remembrance of Copernicus.

Copernicus died in May of 1543 (based on
historian’s theories, sometime between May 21st
and the 24th) and was laid to rest under the
floor of the Frombork’s (Frauenberg) Cathedral.
Where exactly the final resting place is, to this
day has not been established. The memory of
the great scientist endures in Frombork
(Frauenberg) to this day. The Chapter erected

zmart we Fromborku. Po jego $mierci dzieto
zostato jeszcze dwukrotnie wydane w 1566 .

w Bazylei i w 1616 r. w Amsterdamie. Nastepnie
przez ponad dwiescie lat znajdowato sie na
indeksie ksiag zakazanych. Kolejne wydania
pojawily sie w XIX w. Pierwszy przektad ,De
revolutionibus” na jezyk polski (wraz z ,Opo-
wiadaniem pierwszym” Retyka) opublikowany
zostal w 1854 r.

Znaczenie ,De revolutionibus”

Pierwsze wydanie , De revolutionibus” zostato
opatrzone przez wydawce przedmowa, ktora
przedstawiata dzieto, jako zawierajace
niekoniecznie prawdziwe hipotezy. Od tej pory
jednak zaden uczony nie mégt by¢ obojetny
wobec teorii heliocentrycznej, musial opowie-
dzie sie za lub przeciw. Dwiescie lat mineto
zanim teoria Kopernika zostala przez jego
nastepcéw udoskonalona i przestata w Swiecie
nauki budzi¢ jakiekolwiek watpliwosci.
Dzisiejszy obraz budowy wszechswiata ma
swoje zrédta w dziele fromborskiego kanonika.

Pamigé o Koperniku

Kopernik zmart w maju 1543 r. (z ustalen
historykéw wynika, ze miedzy 21 a 24 maja)

i spoczat pod posadzka katedry fromborskie;j.
Gdzie dokladnie jest jego grob, do dzié nie
wiadomo. We Fromborku przetrwata pamiec o
wielkim uczonym. Kapitula pierwsze epitafium
wystawita Kopernikowi w 1580 r. Po jego
zniszczeniu, w XVIII w. wystawita nowe (po
stronie pélnocnej nawy gtéwnej na pierwszym
filarze od prezbiterium) na miejscu nie majacym
zadnego zwiazku z miejscem pochéwku
astronoma.

Przez wieki kultywowano pamiec¢ o uczonym.
Powstata legenda, ze byt konstruktorem
i budowniczym kanatu doprowadzajacego do
Fromborka wode z rzeki Baudy oraz urzadzen
wodociggowych w tym miescie i w innych
miastach pruskich. Choc to tylko legenda,
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"De revolutionibus”, a part of the Copernicus' manuscript.

De revolutionibus, fragment rekopisu Kopernika.

Gravestone epitaph of Copernicus, 1735 from the Frombork
cathedral.

Epitafium Mikotaja Kopernika, 1735 r., z katery fromborskiej.



the first stone with an epitaph for Copernicus in
1580. After it was destroyed in the XVIII century,
the Chapter erected a new one (on the north
side of the main nave by the first pillar of the
presbytery) in a place having no connection to
the actual burial place of the astronomer.

For centuries, the memory of the great
scientist was cultivated quite often in the form of
legends. The first of which was that he was the
constructor and the actual builder of the canal,
which provided water to Frombork (Frauenberg)
from the Bauda River and water supply
installations in this and other Prussian towns.
Although it is only a legend, it exemplifies with
what great respect doctor Nicolas was regarded.

The first memorial chamber dedicated to
Nicolas Copernicus was established in Frombork
in 1912 in a tower of one of the town’s
fortifications, which he owned and lived. The
museum was established in 1948. First, the
exposition rooms were in the Assumption of the
Most Virgin Mary canonry; then as of 1970, they
have been moved and are currently in the old
Bishop's Place on the Cathedral Hill. The

museum is opened to visitors all year round. The
additional attraction for the tourists is the tower
(once the Cathedral’s belfry), where modern art
exhibits may be viewed during the summer
months, and the tower’s terrace offers a
breathtaking view of the area. The ground level
holds the planetarium with astronomy
presentations shown throughout the year. Aside
from the Cathedral Hill, there is also a history of
medicine museum and an astronomy
observatory. The first of these is located in an old
Hospital of the Holy Spirit unchanged since the
XVII century. Next too it is a small English herb
garden. The observatory is about 1,5 km (less
than a mile) from the town on the highest hill in
the area called the Zurawia Géra (Crane Hill).
Each summer, as part of the ,Vacation in a
planetarium” program, young astronomy fans
and lovers come to visit the observatory. They
conduct astronomy observations and partake in
the planetarium and observatory activities.
More on the subject of Copernicus and
Frombork (Frauenburg) may be found on the
following web site: www.frombork.art.pl ?

$wiadczy ona o szacunku, jakim darzono
doktora Mikofaja.

Pierwsza izba pamieci poswiecona Mikotajowi
Kopernikowi powstata we Fromborku w 1912 r.
w wiezy, ktéra za Zycia astronoma byla jego
wlasnoécia. Muzeum utworzono w 1948 r.
Najpierw sale ekspozycyjne znajdowaly sie w
kanonii pod wezwaniem Wniebowziecia NMP,
a od 1970 r. mieszcza sie w dawnym patacu
biskupim na Wzgérzu Katedralnym. Przez caty
rok sa udostepniane zwiedzajacym. Dodatkowa
atrakcja jest wieza (dawna dzwonnica kate-
dralna), ktéra latem jest miejscem wystaw sztuki
wspélczesnej, a z tarasu widokowego mozna
podziwiac okolice. W przyziemiu wiezy miesci
sie planetarium, przez caly rok prezentujace
seanse o tematyce astronomicznej. Poza Wzg6-
rzem Katedralnym znajduja sie: dzial muzeum
poswiecony historii medycyny oraz obserwa-
torium astronomiczne. Siedziba pierwszego jest
dawny szpital pod wezwaniem $w. Ducha,
zachowany w niezmienionej formie od XVII w.
Obok niego zalozono niewielki ogréd zielny.

Obserwatorium astronomiczne znajduje sie
w odlegtosci 1,5 km od miasta na najwyzszym
z okolicznych wzgérz — Zurawiej Gérze. Co roku
latem, w ramach akgji ,Wakacje w planetarium”
odwiedzaja obserwatorium mtodzi mito$nicy
astronomii. Prowadza obserwacje astrono-
miczne, uczestnicza w pracach planetarium
i obserwatorium.

Wiecej na temat Kopernika i Fromborka
mozna znalez¢ na stronie internetowej
www.frombork.art.pl -»’r

The Holy Spirit hospital complex in Frombork.

Zespot szpitala $w. Ducha we Fromborku.









